Underwater Acoustics

At the Honolulu meeting, hosted jointly with the Acoustics Society of Japan (AS]), the
TCUW hosted two special sessions: (1) Underwater Acoustic Positioning and
Communication, and (2) Marine Sediments and Effects on Low Frequency Sound
Propagation. TCUW provided a full program, with general sessions focused on
Seafloor Scattering and Geoacoustic Inversion. Active Signatures of Targets and the
Environment, Ambient and Anthropogenic Radiated Sound. The full schedule did
effect attendance to individual sessions, which at times split a small audience
between large rooms. Future meetings will explore smaller commitment to UW
focused topics throughout the week, through combination of general contributions
across Technical Areas and fewer Special Sessions. Two student papers were
highlighted, 1st Jack Slater for his paper on Model-informed acoustic source
localization by an underwater glider in a bathymetrically complex seamount region
with Gulf Stream influence, and 2nd Hailey Gilman for her paper on Impacts of shell
hash on the angular dependence of acoustic backscatter from a fine laboratory sand
at 200 kHz.

At the Philadelphia meeting, the TCUW hosted one special session in Honor of
Thomas G. Muir, and multiple general sessions with focused topics including
Acoustic Scattering, Air-Sea Interaction and Soundscapes. Effort to deconflict
through reducing named special sessions was received well, and coordination with
TCAO was facilitated through a joint technical committee meeting. A shift to include
poster sessions across Underwater Acoustics at future ASA meetings, both hosting
sessions focused on student papers but also encouraging as senior researcher
participation, will further deconflict session planning and provide more
opportunities for exploration of other Technical Areas at the meeting. There was an
unfortunate technical glitch in a move towards digital ranking and voting for
student papers, and the student paper competition will be moved to the next
meeting (Baltimore) and will consist of a poster and lecture based award.

We look forward to all of those who the first 3-day meeting of the Acoustical Society
in Baltimore, December 2025.



